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March 28, 2008

To: All Potomac Valley AAU District Girls Program and Boys with Girls Program Basketball Clubs

From: POTOMAC VALLEY AAU DISTRICT GIRLS BASKETBALL COMMITTEE (PVAAU GBC)

On Behalf of Jody L. Patrick-Chair by Andrew Stadnik, Assistant Chair
P.O. Box 183

Merrifield, Va. 22116

(703)242-9758, jpatrick@flinthill.org

SUBJECT: 2008 PVAAU District Qualifying Tournament (i.e. AAU Regionals) Information Letter

1. District Qualifying Tournament (DQT) Host Clubs: At the January, 2008 PVAAU GBC meeting, the following registered AAU Clubs were accepted and voted on to host the identified age groups.

	Division
	Host Club

	8&Under*
	Classics

	9&Under
	Classics

	10&Under
	Team Sol

	11&Under
	Md Flames

	12&Under
	Cardinal

	13&Under
	Team Select

	14&Under
	Cardinal

	15&Under
	Md Beltway Cougars

	16U/Jr Eligible 
	Vogues

	Open
	Vogues


Tournaments may start on April 18 and must be completed by May 19, 2008. Dates for each tournament are not final until the number of teams in an age division is determined on Wed. April 9, 2008 at the DQT Draw. Other game and tournament format rules are covered in the AAU Handbook and PV AAU documentation posted on the PVAAU Girls Basketball website at http://www.pvaaugirlsbasketball.org.

2. AAU Club/Team Eligibility/Membership: In accordance with the AAU By-Laws and Girls Basketball rules, to be eligible to compete in the PVAAU Girls DQT, the team or club (Club hereafter) must be registered at least 72 hours before the DQT draw date for the current AAU program year (9/1/07-8/31/08) with the AAU and Potomac Valley AAU Association and have obtained their AAU Club ID code prior to registering all members both athletes and non-athletes which must be done at least 48 hours before the DQT draw date. All athletes must meet player eligibility criteria listed below for their age group, club, and district affiliation. Each athlete and non-athlete on the submitted team rosters for each Club must be registered by purchasing an AAU membership and receiving an AAU member registration ID number.  All athlete and non-athlete AAU ID cards must be signed and copies submitted with the DQT registration packet for each team. AAU ID cards for youth members, must be signed by the youth member and their parent/guardian.
3. Player Eligibility: All athletes on a team (with 3 exceptions as noted below) must reside within the boundaries of the PVAAU District and have a current 2008 AAU member registration ID number and Club affiliation. The PVAAU boundaries encompass the District of Columbia, the Maryland counties of Montgomery and Prince Georges, and the Virginia counties of Arlington, and Fairfax (including the cities within these counties). AAU registrants from a bordering association that shares a common border with Potomac Valley, specifically the Maryland and Virginia AAU Districts may participate in the PVAAU national qualifiers on a team, but there is a limit of a total of 3 players per team from any bordering Districts.  This does not mean 3 from each neighboring district, just 3 total who do not reside in the PV AAU District!!  Appropriate documentation must be furnished at time of DQT registration and entry packet turn-in per the AAU By-Laws Section 4.3 regarding residency for those athletes governed by custodial/guardianship agreements or educational arrangements that allow them to select a district of residency that may not be the district of their physical home address. College students are eligible for participation in the AAU Girls’ Basketball program if they have the permission from their college or university and meet other eligibility criteria. Written permission from the college must be submitted with the entry roster and form at the time of the DQT draw.  These eligibility rules are derived from the AAU By-Laws and 2008 Girls Basketball rules.
4. Determination of Player Age Group: A player's age is determined as of July 1, 2007 at 12:00am. A player may play in an age division if she has not become older than that age before July 1, 2007. i.e. the player is 10 as of June 30, 2007 and turns 11 on July 1, 2007, that  Player may play in 10&Under age division. A player who turns 11 on June 30, 2007 is 11U and may not play10&Under. This rule applies to all age divisions except the 16U/Junior Eligible which are for girls born in 1991 or 1990 with high school eligibility remaining (not considered to be a graduating senior).  A girl may always play in an older division but never in a younger one.

5. Player Participation: A player competing in a specific age division must remain in the same division throughout the DQT and National Championships. Players may play on only one team and compete in only one age group and division (D1 or D2 but not in both D1 and D2!). Rosters may not be changed after the rosters have been submitted before the DQT Draw Meeting.  
6. Entry Fee: A team entry fee of $475.00 is required to participate in the 2008 PV AAU DQT. This fee, along with a completed roster form with the AAU ID#s and copies of all players birth certificates and AAU ID cards must be received by the PV AAU Girls Basketball Committee by Wed., April 9, 2008 before 7pm (see Tournament Entry Deadlines). This fee must be in the form of a check or money order payable to the club hosting your tournament i.e. Vogues, Cardinal, Md Flames, Classics Basketball, Md Beltway Lady Cougars, Team Select, Team Sol.  No admission fees may be charged by any host club at all for any DQT events. Host clubs may sell T-shirts and other items, event programs and operate concessions as allowed by the venue/jurisdiction.  
7. Birth Records: AAU regulations require that each coach/team manager submit copies of birth certificates, adoption papers, a valid passport, or immigration papers for proof of age for each player on the team roster to be used to substantiate an athlete’s age. If you have other forms of proof of age, please advise the PV AAU Girls Basketball Committee prior to the entry deadline date so an alternate arrangement may possibly be made for birth date verification. Copies of birth date materials will not be returned. Do not submit originals.

8. PV AAU District Qualifier Tournament Format: The tournament play will be governed by the AAU 2008 National Tournament Format rules in the 2008 Girls Basketball Rule Book and will typically be pool play followed by a double elimination tournament for the Junior Age Groups (8u-13u) and for 10u thru 16u, the PVAAU will offer a Division 1 (D1) bracket and a Division 2 (D2) bracket for each age group if there are more than 12 teams per age group. Each team is guaranteed a minimum of 3 games, with the exception of the 8u, 9u, and Open Divisions. The number of games in these three divisions is dependent upon the number of teams in those age groups.  

If there are 6 or fewer teams registering in an age group, one pool and a double elimination tournament will be run for the 8u-13u, and single elimination for 14U and older. For multiple pool brackets in the 8u-13u age groups, the top two teams in each pool will advance to the double elimination round for both D1 and D2 brackets. For 14U and older age divisions, teams will be grouped in 5 or 6 team pools. After pool play the top 3 teams will advance to a single elimination tournament.  

Teams not making it out of pool play should follow-up with the host club after the bracket play weekend to determine it they are eligible for any National Championship bids – D1, D2 or the new D3 option in 2008. 

Game times as specified in the AAU 2008 Girls Basketball rule book will be followed along with other game rules.  For the 8u and 9u age groups, please note that the 27.5 inch (size 5) basketball and a 12 foot free throw line will be used per the 2008 revised AAU rules. NCAA women's rules will be used except as amended by the AAU girls Basketball Handbook and PVAAU Handbook and Directory.
9. Roster Size: The maximum roster size is 15. Players may be picked up from other teams after the DQT tournament for the National Championship Tournaments, however the maximum roster size is still 15 for the National Tournaments. D1 teams may pick up no more than 3 players, D2 teams have a limit of 5 pick-up players. Each team roster must have a minimum of 2 bench personnel (coaches) with a maximum of 4 with current valid AAU numbers.  

10. Tournament Seeding: Pool pairings will be done by a draw held on Wed., April 9, 2008, starting at approximately 7:30pm.  Seeding will be done based on last year's PV AAU GBB DQT prior age division finishes for the top position in each pool (up to four pools). These results are posted on the PV AAU District Girls Basketball website – pvaaugirlsbasketball.org and at the following web address: http://www.classicsbasketball.com/pvaau207regionaldrawandresultsweb2.htm

Other positions in the pool will be random draw. The 8U division will be a random seeding. An effort will be made to not place teams from the same Clubs in the same pools.  
11. Awards: Medals will be awarded to athletes in the top three finishers in the medal round play in each age group bracket, Division I and Division II.

12. Scheduling: Games will be played at various high schools, middle schools, commercial facilities and other appropriate venues in the PVAAU area. No game times or pairings will be altered after the schedules are set by the host club and reviewed by the PV AAU GBC Chair. Accommodations must be made for SAT/ACT and 8th grader HS Placement testing in late April/early May. Game time may be altered if the scheduled gym times are preempted by the school/venue.

13. Advancement to D1 and D2 National Championship Tournaments:

a. The winner in each age division and bracket in the PVAAU DQT qualifies to represent the PVAAU Association in its respective National Championship Tournament - D1 or D2.

b. This year for the 8U, 9U, and Open Age Divisions participation in the National Championship event is OPEN, meaning any team playing in the DQT may plan to participate in their age group National Championship.

c. For the 10U age groups with 3 teams participating in the DQT, 3 may advance, with 4 or more teams in the DQT, 4 may advance to the D1 National Championship Tournament. 

d. For the 11U-16U/Jr Divisions, with 3-9 teams participating 1 team advances; 10-17 teams 2 teams advance; 18-35 teams participating, three teams may advance; and more than 36 teams then 4 teams may advance to the D1 National Championship Tournament from the DQT. See the AAU Handbook for National Championship Tournament Schedules and the complete Qualifying Requirements including accounting for D1 teams who qualify by SRT either before or after the DQT.

e. Up to 8 D2 bids will be made depending on how many teams are eligible for D1. Districts are allowed 2 D2 bids for each D1 Qualified team up to a max of 8. For the PVAAU, two D2 bids will be reserved for the D2 Bracket DQT top two teams, other D2 bids will be offered to D1 Bracket DQT teams that do not qualify by SRT or DQT for D1. If not used up by D1 Bracket teams, the balance of the D2 bids will be offered to D2 Bracket finishers in 3rd place and lower until all bids have been taken or passed on by all teams.

**** IT IS VERY IMPORTANT FOR CLUBS HOSTING Age Group DQTs to keep complete track of standings in both the D1 and D2 brackets and report them to the PV AAU GBB committee members by e-mail within 48 hours of completion of the Age Group DQT they are hosting.

g. IMPORTANT FOR ALL CLUBS: It is very important that all PV AAU District Clubs make sure their teams notify the Committee members and Host Club tournament directors of their qualification for D1 by SRT participation within 48 hours off the end of the SRT, so that any D1 or D2 bids assigned at the DQT maybe referred to the subsequent team in the final DQT standings.

h. Additional Age Group D1 Bids for the PVAAU: In the 11U (ex1996) and 12U (ex 1995) the PV AAU has one additional D1 bid, due to top 4 finishes at the 2007 D1 AAU nationals.

14. Tournament Entry Packet Deadline:

Mail-In: Received no later than Tuesday, April 8, 2008
PVAAU Girls Basketball

P.O. Box 183

Merrifield, Va. 22116

Walk-In: Between 6:00pm and 7:00pm Wednesday, April 9, 2008
Room TBD
Falls Church HS

7521 Jaguar Trails

Falls Church, Va.

DIRECTIONS: Exit 8 (Rt. 50) off I-495 (Beltway). Follow Rt. 50 EAST for 1/2 mile. Jaguar Trails is the first light. Take a right onto Jaguar Trails. School will be on your right.

What you MUST turn in for your Tournament Entry Packet for each Team:

All materials must be in a 9x12 envelop with your Club and Team name, Age Group and Division the team is being entered in (D1 or D2 where applicable in 10u-16u)!

1. Roster: AAU Tournament roster form (included as attachment to the email that this letter was sent out with) with AAU ID numbers for coaches, bench personnel and players, plus players’ uniform numbers. You must also submit a copy of all players and bench personnel AAU ID cards. You may turn in roster forms with players for only one team-only one age group per entry packet. You must indicate on the 9X12 envelope Division 1 or Division 2.

2. Birth Certificates Copies of birth certificates (NO ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATES- THEY WILL NOT BE RETURNED.)

3. Cost $475.00 PAYMENT SHALL BE IN THE FORM OF A MONEY ORDER OR CHECK only. No personal checks or cash. (NO REFUNDS AFTER SUBMISSION OF ENTRY FORMS.)

For club and athlete registration forms, go to aausports.org or contact the  PVAAU registrar Johnnie Mae Armstrong Ph. (301) 460-1569, Fax (301) 460-0216. email: kerna@msn.com

Your game schedules: You will receive information about your first game, no later than the Wednesday of the week before your tournament starts.  

For more information, call Jody L. Patrick (703) 242-9758 or Andy Stadnik 301-706-6902.
Yours in Hoops,

Jody L. Patrick

PVAAU GBB Chairperson And Committee
[image: image1.png]